32                    THOSE   WILD   WEST   INDIES
on the wings mutely testified to the pot shots that had
registered on reconnaissance trips over that turbulent valley*
For fifteen minutes we flew in circles, gaining altitude
until we were ready for that drive over the great divide
which took us nearly fifteen thousand feet above sea-level.
Through rifts in the rising mists I could sec the perfection
of mile upon mile of neatly planted banana land, vast squares
of sugar country, tiny ribbons of silver where the rivers
groped their way to the sea. We flashed over roaring water-
falls, deep mysterious gorges, the mighty Cordillera, and
finally dropped down into a mountain plateau where the
old-world city of Tegucigalpa lay sprawled in the morning sun.
I was arrested the moment I stepped, nr rather staggered,
out of the plane. It seems that 1 was the first man to enter
Tegucigalpa from the outside world fur more than twenty
days. The President naturally wanted to know what was
going on. Our representative was on hand 10 relieve me of
the mail, but was none too cheerful about what might happen
once I disappeared within the gloomy portals of the Presidential
Mansion, Stories were being mooted about to the effect
that those suspected of being spies or holding out information
or sympathizing with the revolutionists were being given
* the business.* This included being hung by the thumbs
and other even more delicate portions of the anatomy for
indefinite periods of time, application of heat, whipping,
thrusting toothpicks under the fingernails, and shackling in
irons*
The President's house is one of the most imposing edifices
in, Tegucigalpa. I entered with the Minister of War and
was courteously conducted" through various lower chambers,
past the great reception room on the ground floor, and up
should have been and was undoubtedly intended to !>e
marble staircase. Actually* the marble never arrived,
s^irs were made of poured cement* The President
d me in Ms study* It was a bare room furnished with
flag in the corner behind the
;$wrom0s of various patriots hung on the wall
. the diabetes and died, as a matter of